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vriters whose books would never have been
>ublished but for a little help and the pulling
>f "ropes'5; men of doubtful talents but
>f indubitable ambitions, neglected geniuses,
nalcontents, intellectual misfits, declassfc.
There were also women, beautiful women,
rlever women, ambitious women; women
#ho wielded influence and women who
leeded money. There were finally the
Fascists proper.
There were even several brands of them.
The most important organisation was the
former Croix de feu movement (an ex-
servicemen's organisation), which, after the
ban on para-military formations, had been
transformed into the Parti Social Frangals
(P.S.F.). Its leader was Count Casimir de
La Rocque, a retired colonel and a coward,
but whose Brass-hat oratory nevertheless
went down with that " bon bougre " (good
fellow), the French ex-serviceman in a
" beret" (peakless cap) and with many
medals and ribbons. He had known more
than one awkward corner in his career; now
he had been supplied with sufficient money
to buy an important Paris daily, Le Petit
Journal, of which he became the director.
There had been a lot of jealousy around him,
as usual, and some of his underlings had